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Coast  pastor:  years  of  work  to  be  done 

By  WillUunH.PerkimJi^ 


When  the  malevolent  winds 
and  unrelenting  surge  of 
Hmricane  Katrina  finalfy  sub¬ 
sided  two  years  am  this  week, 
dw  sanctu^  of  First  Church, 
Bay  St.  Louis,  was  no  more,  llie 
venerable  structure  —  or  at  least 
what  was  left  of  it  —  was  buck¬ 
led  and  warped  beyond  repmr. 

It  was  an  espeaally  dinicult 
loss  amons  the  many  losses 
caused  by  Katrina.  The  venera¬ 
ble  sanctuary  had  originally 
served  as  the  chapel  of  a  U.o. 
Army  camp  near  Centreville. 
When  the  (mapel  was  declared 
surplus  proper^  shortly  after 
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was  a  death  blow.  The  remains  in  August  2005.  The  church's  pastor,  Al  Craen  fr.  (second  from  left),  said  much  work  remains  to  be  done 
of  the  sanctuary  were  brought  at  the  church  and  in  the  Bay  %  Louis  commimlty.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Rsrfcins  jr*) 
down  after  a  special  commem¬ 
oration  service  was  held.  ~~ 

Now  all  that  is  still  standing  of  the  a  two-year  omnmitment  duit  has  brou^t  Lives  are  being  changed.  Green  said, 
sanctuary  is  the  front  portion,  poignant-  hundreds  Baptut  volunteers  from  mat  and  not  just  among  the  Mississippians 

ly  spray-painted  with  times  and  instruc-  state  to  the  Missimppi  Gulf  Coast.  who  need  to  know  the  Lord.  "The  work 

tions  on  how  to  find  the  worship  ser-  The  work  crews  are  helping  rebuild  has  had  an  impact  on  the  volunteers  who 

vices  currently  being  held  in  other  parts  homes  in  Hancock  County,  where  Bay  St.  come  here,  too." 

of  the  church  that  were  damaged  but  not  Louis  is  situated,  as  well  as  next  door  in  Groups  that  have  come  to  the  Coast  to 
destroyed  by  Katrina.  Grass  and  water-  Harrison  County.  Government  studies  minister  have  seen  their  own  people  devel- 
melon  vines  now  populate  the  hole  and  secular  news  reports  have  indicated  op  a  deeper  relationship  wid\  God,  he  said, 
where  the  sanctuary  once  stood.  that  the  Gulf  Coast  is  in  critical  need  of  Inere  have  been  several  professions  of 

"We're  waiting  on  the  architectural  affordable  housing.  faith  among  die  volunteer  groups, 

plans"  for  a  new  sanctuary,  said  Pastor  Al  According  to  The  Qarion-Ledger  news-  While  the  rest  of  the  country  has  moved 
Green  Jr.  "The  storm  isn't  over.  There's  still  paper  in  Jackson,  Hurricane  Katrina  on  to  other  headline-grabbing  disasters 

years  of  work  to  be  done."  destroyed  mousands  of  public  housing  and  the  focus  on  the  Giuf  Coast  fades  from 

With  ^  realization  of  all  the  work  that  units  and  rental  properties  in  the  three  the  national  memory,  much  ministry  work 
remains  to  ^  done  along  the  Mississippi  Mississippi  coastal  counties.  remains  to  be  done.  "We're  in  undiarted 

Gi^  Coast,  First  Church,  My  St.' Louis,  nas  "Most  observers  agree  the  availability  of  waters,"  Green  said.  "There  are  still  a  lot  of 
opened  its  doors  to  relief  and  recovery  vol-  affordable  housing  remains  the  greatest  questions  being  asked." 
unteers  from  all  across  the  country  since  hurdle  for  die  Gulf  Coast  to  overcome,"  Volunteers,  financial  assistance,  and 
shmdy  after  the  storm.  wrote  reporter  Chris  Joyner  in  the  August  construcdcm  materiab  continue  to  be  need- 

"We  feel  our  firat  obligation  is  to  the  27  issue  of  the  newspaper.  ed  alone  die  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast,  two 

community.  The  church  has  voted  to  am-  The  members  of  First  Church,  Bay  St.  years  amr  die  storm,  ^nistiy  opportuni- 
dnue  housing  volunteers  at  least  through  Louis,  are  intent  on  making  a  difference  ties  continue  to  be  developecl  to  meet  the 
20^"  Green  said.  in  its  community.  As  affordable  housing  needs  of  die  storm  victims.  Construction 

Tne  diur^  can  house  and  fetid  up  to  is  rebuilt  by  the  volunteers  widi  finan-  teams  are  needed  to  help  build  avoidable 
150  volunteers  each  week.  Work  crews  dal  and  materials  assistance  from  the  housing  from  the  ground  up,  as  well  as  fin- 
from  Georg^  South  Dakota,  I^tucky,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  and  ish  carpenters,  elMtridans,  and  plumbers. 
Teniiaesee,^tacas,  and  Missi^ppi  have  many  omer  groups.  Green  is  seeing  the  For  more  information  on  the  continuing 
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Of  midnigtits  and  gambling 

_ _ _ _ 

As  voung  peopte,  most  ol  us  —  y«s.  to 

sfl  of  us  —  rolled  our  eves  end  IBCIK  in  ikK  stele, 

tried  to  look  disinterested  as  our  tlwfe  |i 

parents  gave  us  tKc  role  precautions  and  jiini  under  A 

instructions  before  we  left  for  a  njjSh*  on  All  in  aB. 

the  town  with  our  friends.  To  our  ynm  in  iederai 

protests  that  midnisht  was  way  ^  early  I  |  I  nose  thtei  a  ^ 

to  expect  us  to  be  bade  home,  mere  was  |  aWMiBai  I  psnitentiafT 

the  teandard,  universal  reply:  "Nothing  *1^*1  ^ 


William  H. 
Pcrldns  Ji^ 

Editor 


good  ever  happens  after  midnight." 
We're  old(W  now,  and  we've  learned 
(some  of  us  dw  hard  way,  of 
course)  that  our  parents  were 
ri^t.  We've  lived  loi«  enot^ 
to  know  dut  indeed  nothiM 
good  ever  happens  after  mid¬ 
night.  Vtte've  seen  the  conse- 

auences,  if  not  in  our  own 
ves,  then  in  the  lives  of  peo¬ 
ple  about  whom  we  cared. 

Sad  to  say,  we  haven't 
learned  the  same  lesson  about 
gambling.  Like  nddni^t,  truly 
nodiing  good  ever  happens 
after  gaonoling.  Urn  Donaghy 
is  merely  die  latest,  imfortu- 
tm  H.  nate  example  of  that  proverb. 

“1*^ 


galii* 


invMtigating  allegations  that 
Donagpw  fixed  games  played 
teduff  stele.  wkiA  would  give offi- 
there  |uriadklion  to  prosecute 
him  under  Arteorm  law. 

AH  in  aB.  Dorwg^  faces  up  to  25 
yaais  in  federal  pnsm  and  poasBily 


moie  dien  a  decade  in  the  Arteona 
penilentiarT  —  and  Ariaona  probably 
won't  be  fire  last  state  to  open  an 
investigation  involving  him. 

Doiuii^  aeeaaed  to  have  it  all.  He 
earned  mote  dian  $260,000  per  year  as 
an  NBA  referee,  a  salary  kbout  which 
most  of  us  can  oidy  dierun.  He  was  at 
die  top  of  his  profession,  havtiw 
woctea  several  cKampionahip  playott 
games.  He  lived  in  a  very  upscale 
neig^iborhood  in  a  very  upscale  part 
of  very  upscale  Bradenton,  whioi  is 
near  Imium  on  Florida's  Gulf  Coast. 

Why^hedoH? 

Wim  gambling  addicts,  "It's  not 


about  die  monev  as  much  as  the 
Arnie  l^xler,  a  recovering 
K  addict  who  now  runs  a 


action,' 
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or  Basketball  Association  (NBA)  ^ 

before  he  pled  guilty  on  August  Ctee  thing's  for  cert^:Do^y  has 
15  to  federal  charges  of  wire  fraud  and  gotten  hims^  —  and  to  family  ma 
transmitting  wagering  information  mess.  Associated  (^)  **py^”*** 
through  interstate  oommeroe,  and  agreed  die  Manaire County  (Fla.) ^lerilf 

to  coOTenite  in  the  oiujoing  federal  invesd-  has  been  forced  to  provute  aroui^-the- 
gation  of  gambling4nduced  corruption  dock  protection  at  Doneghy  *  residei^ 
imong  the  nmks  of  NBA  referees.  in  Bradenton,  due  to  threatening  ^ 

MM—  IntM  In  (I—  ftelcv  ffafM  fshone  calls  Donachv  has  received  since 


gambling  addict  who  now  runs  a 
line  Tor  (Mcblem  gamblers,  told 
AP.  "It  nudres you  femlike a  big  shot 
by  being  in  on  the  action.  The  need 
for  action  drives  you." 

That  same  addkrbve  diase  for  the 
ever^usive  "action"  goes  on  every  day 
in  Mississippi's  gambling  halls,  repre¬ 
senting  every  aooo  economic  stratum  in 
the  state.  It's  why  we've  lost  to  prison  so 
many  hurtiands,  wives,  dads,  mothers, 
police  officers,  lawyers,  bankers,  coach¬ 
es,  and  just  plin  folks.  Now,  an  NBA  ref- 


tocoOTeniteintheomroingfcderelinvesti-  has  been  forced  to  provKte  arouna-me-  me  swre.  n  s  wny  w*  ^  ~ 

gamblingSdSjed  corruption  dock  protection  at  Kw^y's  iwidena  m«rqr 
wiong  the  nmks  of  NBA  referees.  in  Bradenton,  due  to  threatening  tele-  pohee  officer^ 

^heSStes  were  hum  in  die  risky  game  ^ 

Doiuudiv,  an  admitted  gambUite  a£^  he  was  revealed  as  die  focus  of  die  large-  erre  lowdioae  ranks.  ^  ^ 

four 

invoJi^nent  with  gamblers /mSSbeVs,  [the  Mafia)  would  ^  diat  vw  well"  m  a  spiriteaB|f  poorer  ^  and  nation 
how  many  gunes  if  any  were  fixed,  and  In  addition  to  die  fedwal  charges  to  becMW  of  tegafia^  8— "^di^.  ^  ^ 
how  deeply K  scandal^  rock  die  NBA  which  Donaghy  pW  guilty  on  Aug^  Iwi  ow Im^?  P^iaps 

and  Dromwkmal  spewts  in  general.  15,  Arizona  officials  are  reportedly  we  could  ask  Thn  Donag^  about  dite. 


phone  calls  Donaghy  has  received  since  es,  and  |ust  plin  lol^  Now.  an  nda  rer- 
ne  was  revealed  as  die  focus  of  die  large-  eiee  Joim  dwM  renks.  ^  ^ 
scale  federal  investigation.  Tta  Donaghy  wn  t  tte  first  person  to 

Donafdiy  is  married  and  has  four  be  both  personally  profewionaUy 
young  deleters.  .  ruined  W  gainWing,  and  hew«  t  be  the 

"tHkTpfobaWy  talking,  oo  j  i  y  11#  is higpen^  mew  workplaces,  our 

and  that's  rel5E«  die  mob?  said  a  batten's  schools,  our  fnendsho^  ^ 


how  d 
and  pi 


scandal  will  rock  the  NBA 
1  spOTts  in  general. 


Slit  tecorS  Advbory  CommiOM: 

Mack  Amb,  McGxnb 
)am«  B«Ml«y>  Cryiol  Springi 
Al  Ciwn  K.,  Bay  St.  Loub 
Rick  Hanaon,  Brandon 
Beverly  Pyron,  Nelchez 
Billy  WMkirM,  Madbon 
Dana  Richardion,  iccretary 


The  Associated  Press 
reported  Aug.  21  diat 
one  in  four  adults  did 
not  read  a  single  book  last  year; 
according  to  a  new  poll. 

"Of  those  %vho  did  read,"  the 
story  said,  "women  and  older 
people  were  most  avid,  and 
religious  worics  and  popular 
fic&n  were  the  top  dioioes." 

I  wondered,  diough,  if  die 
stats  ivere  correct  I  woc^  have 
thought  there  to  be  more  non¬ 
readers.  The  headline  could 
have  read,  "3  out  of  4  people 
read  a  book  last  year;*  wMdi 
would  have  seemed  Iflce  good 


Sate  duapH  of  aiimi  to:  Iht 
■Armr  bkom),  Ra  too  sao, 
locteon,  MB  992054»30. 
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takes,  it's  worth  it  to  redeem 
die  time  and  to  discipline 
yoursdf  for  die  purpoee  of 
godliness  (Ephesians  5:16;  1 
Timodiy  4:7-8). 

Because  of  my  own  sinful,  dis- 
ordesed  priorities  here's  a 
pmyer  from  ftahna  that  1  have  to 
prsy  often.  Maybe  you  wffl  too: 

"Ixcimr  kmrt  to  Thf 


iwt  (401)  wa-saM 

pmb  tati)  m-SB30 
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read  a  book  last  year;*  wrodi  Because  Qirietianity  is  a  reli-  death.  There  snrmly  isn't  tone 
would  have  seemd  l&e  good  gkm  of  die  book,  where  it  to  read  die  BBxe,  mudi  leas 
news,  but  I  WBpedt  the  number  spreads  so  too  does  a  oeneem  books  on  theology  or  doctrine, 
of  people  who  read  a  book  last  for  litemey.  That  ia  wire  when  Besides  that,  when  you  are 
year  would  be  far  less  if  we  Christianity  expands  it  borders,  conditioned  to  be  in  a  con- 
eliminated  diose  who  read  only  it  is  often  acoompanied  by  the  stant  state  of  being  enter- 
dime-stm  novri  fiedon.  building  of  sdioob  and  odier  tained,  reading  non-fiction 

In  any  caae,  we  would  do  institutions  of  learning.  Where  becomes  a  chore  and  a  bore, 
wril  to  note  diis  cultural  phe-  literacy  dies,  so  does  a  knowl-  Our  hearts  tend  to  fixate  on 
nomenon  aa  it  bears  direedy  on  edge  of  and  a  love  for  the  Bible,  vanity.  It  will  be  diat  way  until 
^  fortunes  of  dw  Goepd  in  Does  it  not  make  sense  to  the  great  day  of  our  Lord's 
our  culture.  ChrkrtianiW  is  a  interpret  a  decline  in  reading  return.  If  we  would  be  faithful 
book-region.  That  is,  all  of  its  as  a  trend  that  works  againri  to  Christ,  we  would  be  ooned- 
revriation  about  God's  redemp-  dieGoml?  entioualy  doing  everything  we 

dve  work  in  Christ  is  mediated  I  beUi^  the  pervasive  and  can  to  woik  amdnst  dieae  cur- 
to  ua  in  letters  on  a  page.  invaeive  entertainment  culture  rents  in  the  o&ue  and  widiin 

We  don't  have  photographs,  (TV,  Internet,  movies,  etc.)  our  own  hearts, 
telephone  lines  dumigh  tune,  or  smothers  serious  thinking  and  It  may  mean  throwing  our 
a  Uvkig  oral  traditian.  We  have  the  reading  of  entire  books,  televisions  away.  It  mav  mean 
die  Sc^rtures.  Apart  from  them, 
we  have  no  saving  knowledge 
of  the  Gospel  of  )e^  Christ 
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stant  state  of  being  enter¬ 
tained,  reading  non-fiction 
becomes  a  chore  and  a  bore. 

Our  hearts  tend  to  fixate  on 
vanity.  It  will  be  diat  way  until 
the  great  day  of  our  Lord's 
return.  If  we  would  be  faithful 
to  Christ  we  would  be  oonad- 
entioualy  doing  everydiii^  we 
can  to  woik  amdnst  diese  cur¬ 
rents  in  the  o&ue  and  widiin 
our  own  hearts. 

It  may  mean  throwing  our 
televisions  away.  It  may  mean 


"Amd  mot  to  diskomest  gmm. 

"Tkrn  amy  aiy  ejfcs /nun 
lookimg  at  omufy, 

"Amd  ream  me  im  Tk^  auys. 

'EsfaWsk  Tky  word  to  Thy 
eervamt, 

’’As  that  wtudi  produces 
reoeremce  for  Thee" 

-  Psatrm  119J6-34 

I  have  a  hunch  this  is  exaedy 
the  kind  of  prayer  the  Lord 
likes  to  answer. 


the  reading  of  entire  books,  televisions  away.  It  may  mean 
Americans  by  and  large  don't  spending  less  time  on  die 
read  serious  books  because  diey  Internet  —  peihape  even  read- 
are  entertaining  diemsdves  to  ing  leas  blogs.  Whatever  it 


Bark  u  ewietamt  prefusor  of 
NewTketaawatatCrmamColkge 
mDaUas.  His  ooaaneatary  appears 
coarteaycf  Baptist  Prem. 

-  August  30, 2007 


Korean  Qiristians 


to  define  role 


SEOUL.  South  Kan  (BP) —  According  to  the  JoongAng 
A  In*  oMhhIr  the  nuiti-  Daily  New*,  both  women 
atay  sKin*gn  rtaartnuni  to  w  eiqMcned  th^  thanks  to  the 
in  oownlawn  Seoul  ind%  *THny  eovemment  and  the  people  of 
far  the  aiie  Mlon  of  the  hoalM  Korea  and  apolMUted  for 
in  It  is  wfiMen  in  causing  "all  thk  worry"  dur- 

Komn.  AidbicandBnglfah.  tng  a  news  conferena  duit 
As  Korean  Chrianans  prau  lasted  less  than  five  nunutes. 
diurdi  md  miaafan  agency  nad-  The  two  women  anstcarad  ]|p 
ers  aae  struggling  wm  how  best  questions  and  were  fshipti^ 


to  adapt  to  environments  and  away  by  securitp^nards 

cuhuies  whero  a  Quistian  pres-  government  ofnaals.  Thdp  i 

enoe  is  unwelcome  and  often  will  remain  under  goverd-  I 

dangpous.  Ihey  aro  discus^  prot^ion  ror  an 

how  best  to  coaaplete  die  task  <x  unspecined  period. 

taking  the  Goapato"theendsof  JoongAns  News  has  report- 

the  earth  **  whne  protecting  those  ed  that  me  Korean  government 

urakrth^  watch  who  have  been  is  coiKemed  that  extensive  M 

caHed  to  difficult  places.  news  coverage  could  ieopto^ 

At  the  request  of  the  Korean  diae  ongoiiw  negodatkms  with 
government,  plans  are  undwway  the  Taliban  m  me  release  of  the  jH 

to  remove  aB  Korean  Christian  remaining  hostages. 
workers  horn  A^ghenstun.  It  is  this  same  concern  that  is 

"We  hope  that  this  is  only  promptow  catts  from  the  gov-  ,  BH 

temporary,  said  )ae  Kyeong  ernrnent  to  all  Korean  Chridian  A  HB 

Lee,  prendent  of  the  Korean  workers  to  vdthdraw  from  B  KB 

Foreign  Miaaion  Board  of  the  Afgharustan  and  to  churches  in  ^  ||B 

Korea  Baptist  Convention,  "and  Korea  to  avoid  pubfe  prayer  aer-  B  -  hB 

that  we  nvill  have  opportunity  vices  or  other  public  expressions  B  i  f^B 

to  send  workers  back  soon,  but  of  support  to  the  hostoges.  I  B 

we  want  to  be  sensitive  to  the  While  other  Christian 

safety  of  the  hostoges  and  to  the  workers  in  Afghanistan  ^m^l 

request  of  our  govenunent."  uiHlerstaiHi  die  government's 
The  Korean  govenunent  cur-  ccmcems,  they  are  struggling  I 

rendy  is  negotiating  with  over  the  de|^rture  otmeir  I 

TaBbwi  militants  over  the  fete  of  Korean  friends.  One  worker 

19  hostages  remaining  in  who  asked  not  to  be  identified  I 

A^hrmistan.  A  group  of  23  said,  "We  are  grieving  the  loss 

Korean  aid  workers,  mostly  of  our  Korean  brodiers  and 

women.  from  Saetnmul  sisters.  These  people  were 

Presbyterian  Church  was  kid-  doing  amazing  work  here  and 

nwipedby  thelklB>anon)uly  19  amazing  work  the 

vmte  ridnut  aboard  a  bus  in  the  Kingdom.  I  know  that  there  is 

a  lot  of<«aMaiBBa«f  die  Korean 
hostages  ^t  are  being  held, 

but  mey  are  sudi  sweet,  gw-  _ 

de  people  who  came  here  with 

pure  hearts  to  truly  help."  ^t  <w  work  cannot  be 

Lee  is  praying  that  church  and  in  spite  of  martyrdom  < 
agency  leaders  will  grow  we  must  continue  to  s 
toouw  this  dials  in  spite  ot  crit-  those  who  are  called,"  I 
icnnilianti  some  quartos  against  "Howevei;  as  leaders,  wc 
missions  efforts.  ^'We  recognize  be  wiser  and  more  matu 
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IWo  of  the  male  hostages, 
42-yearKild  church  staff  mem¬ 
ber  Hyung  Kjni  Bae  and  29- 
year-old  Sung  Min  Shim,  were 
executed  by  me  Talfoan.  IWo  of 
the  women  volunteers,  )i  Na 
Kim,  32,  and  Kyung  Ja  Kim  37, 
were  released  and  returned  to 
Seoul  on  Aug.  17. 


Women's  leader  killed 

MQHtE,  Ak.  (m  —  Tkaonr  litlGiV.47, 


Keith  Wilkinson,  director  of  the  Sunday  School  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  departs  to  be  Sunday  School 
director /discipleship  and  adult  ministry  specialist  for  the  Oklahoma 
Baptist  Convention. 


Sctiastopol  Church  honors  Mildred  Etole  Majure  Easom  with  a  spe¬ 
cial  day  commemorating  her  55  years  of  service  to  the  church.  Easom, 
adcctionalely  known  as  Ms.  Etoile,  is  presented  an  engraved  plaque  by 
hd  pastoc  )ohn  Sharp.  The  day  is  prodaimed  Ms.  Etoile  Day. 


R.A.  McLemore,  former  dean  of  Mississippi  Southern  College, 
Hattiesburg,  becomes  president  of  Mississippi  College,  the  first 
new  president  in  25  years. 


The  Baptist  Rbccuo 
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1  <  t  L  ^  A  . 

on  the  coin  it  does  not  etmy  the 
prominenoe  that  it  has  had  on 
our  money  in  decades  gone  by. 

I  am  not  so  nafve  as  to  think 
that  simply  because  we  use 
mon^  dlw  says  "In  God  We 
Ihisr  we  are  a  godly  nation.  Nor 
do  I  bdieve  that  say^  "One 
nation  under  God,  indivwible..." 
constitutes  a  heiurtfdt  prayer 
pointed  toward  the  Lord,  but  Ido 
oelieve  that  there  is  significant 
the  national  veitnage  that  reminds  as 
oinage  —  but  unless  th^  are  of  who  we  are,  who  He  is,  and 
'oing  to  provide  magnirymg  from  whence  we  have  come, 
’las.*^  ea<h  time  you  receive  From  the  very  outset  of  establish- 
ome  change  so  that  you  can  ing  diis  country  there  has  been  a 
ead  "In  God  We  Thist,"  I  am  nwasure  of  desire  to  look  to  God, 
ignificantly  unimpressed.  to  trust  God,  and  to  walk  with 

Through  the  years,  there  God  in  est^lishing  a  nation  of 
lave  been  those  voices  that  freedom,  fiuniess,  and  righteoas- 
tave  called  for  the  removal  of  ness.  It  only  takes  a  few  minutes 
In  God  We  Trust"  from  all  of  to  read  the  flowery  language  that 

foimed  that  one  page  document 
that  moved  us  in  the  direction  of 
forming  a  new  nation. 

In  tm  opening  statenwnts.  The 
Declaration  of  Independence 
refers  to  God  twice.  In  the  closing 
statenwnts,  it  refers  to  God  two 
more  times.  He  was  important 
then  to  tfiose  Founding  radwrs 
and  to  our  continuing  leaders  He 
must  be  important  now.  God  has 
blessed  our  past,  and  our  future 
will  rest  in  Fus  himds.  We  will  do 
well  as  individiuls  and  as  a 
I  nation  to  reaffirm  dearly,  unmis¬ 
takably,  and  audientically;  "In 
GodV^Thist" 


The  United  Stales  Treasury  K. 
and  the  folks  at  the  US.  Mint  K 

stay  in  a  conatant  mode  of  H  ^ 

up^adiM  and  updatiitg  our 
money.  Tiw  bills  that  came  out  a 
few  years  ago  with  a  new  and 
distinct  look  seem  to  be  working 
well  and  seem  to  be  well  accept- 
ed.  The  itew  nickel  that  came  out 
and  the  state  quarters  also  seem 
to  have  receh^  an  okay  wd-  and  i 
come  by  most  Americans.  For  ingfv 
several  decades  now,  the  one-  on  o 
dollar  coin  has  seemed  to  run  coin, 
into  trouble.  In  die  past  probaUy 
die  main  criticism  was  that  it 
looked  too  much  like  and  was 
too  dose  to  the  size  of  the 
quarter,  but  now  diere  is  _ 
a  new  coin  cm  the 
block.  The  latest  new 
coinage  the 

Presic^tial  Dollar. 

My  first 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Christ 


Pequcatatne 
Honor  of 
i  Your 
V  Presence 
W  in  Heaven! 


Phave  a  similar  identi-  carve  God  out  of  every  vestige 
fication  around  the  of  our  society.  They  want  to 
edge  and  I  thought  it  take  "Under  God"  out  of  our 
was  a  neat  idea.  Pledge,  "In  God  We  TVust"  oft 

Latei;  I  saw  one  of  our  money,  prayer  from  the 
me  new  gold  colored  pres-  schools  arid  any  other  public 
idential  dollar  coins  and  gadiering,  and  die  Bible  from 
immediately  held  it  up  to  lo<A  courtrooms.  Any  semblance  of 
on  the  edtt  wanting  to  read  "In  faidi  must  be  duown  out  of  all 
God  We  Trust"  and  "E  Pluribus  our  public  arenas.  I  do  not 
Unum."  My  first  diought  was  know  what  kind  of  discussions 
that  I  needed  to  call  my  opdye-  went  on  about  die  new  presen- 
mcrfogist.  I  thought  I  had  good  tation  of  "In  God  We  1 
eyMipit  and,  in  fact  I  do,  but  am  not  privy  to  information  as 

even  d^j^  I  knew  what  it  to  who  sat  at  die  table  or  what 

sai(i  I  could  hardly  distinguish  kind  of  theological  or  creative 

the  writing.  Personally,  f  like  artistic  ideas  were  kicked  The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
die  gold  tint  snd  I  also  like  the  around  in  the  conversation.  All  P.O.  Box  530,  Jaaaon,  MS  39205- 

fact  that  aU  of  our  presidents  I  know  is  diat  diou^  it  is  still  0530.  E-mail:  jfutral9mbcb.org. 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Sinwh  share  the  foUounng  nrayer 
with  God  in  your  own  wmw: 

L  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(7  have  eitmed.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
deirth.  (7  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  die  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  widi  you. 

Q  believe  in  Jeeue.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  cm,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Ckriet  ae  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
chUdren  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  1:12) 


do  stand  in  a  great  cloud  of  wit¬ 
nesses  that  have  gone  before  and 
we  realize  dieir  ^es  were  based 
cm  sacrifice  and  commitment 
because  of  Jesus.  The  power  of 
missicm  is  why  we're  here  today." 

Because  of  those  pioneers' 
commitment  to  missions  and 
the  grace  of  God,  the  church 
grew  and  prospered.  They 

Blanted  new  churches  all  over 
le  area  and  sent  out  dozens  of 
missionaries.  Unfortunately, 
diey  were  plagued  by  infight¬ 
ing  and  anti-missionary 
philosophies  and  disbanded  in 


JACKSON,  Mo.  (BP)  —  Not 
far  from  the  Mississippi  River, 
sweet-sounding  tones  of  die 
harpsichcml  and  fiddle  mingled 
with  die  chirpiiu  of  die  cicadas 
to  acccmipany  &  voices  of  the 
faithful  in  wra-wom  hymns. 

It  mij^t  have  been  201  years 
ago  in  ISbt^,  when  die  first  poma- 
nent  Baptist  house  of  worship 
and  ncm-Catholic  ccmgregatton 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River  was 
established  —  but  the  date  was 
August  18, 2007,  a  day  of  remem¬ 
bering  Gcxl's  promises  of  the  past 
and  tor  the  future  as  Missouri 
Baptists  joined  with  Gov.  Matt 
Blunt  and  Southern  Baptist 
Ccmventton  (SBC)  President 
Frank  Page  to  oddxate  the  reoon- 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  churcn  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


After  the  Civil  Wai^  the  build- 
dismantled  and,  until 
2(xj2,  die  logs  were  thought  to  be 
lost  until  th^  were  IcxaM  about 
a  mile  away  in  a  bam.  Second 

yCTED  -  The  newly  rebuilt  structure  of  "Old  w 

h  sits  under  its  protective  awning  in  scxitheast 

eers  built  the  original  building  in  isbo.  The  recon-  S***" 

h  used  the  original  poplar  and  took  three  years,  S'* 

Aug.  18.  (BP  phot5^  ^ 

rebuild  Old  Bethel. 

ZT  ~  ~  “  The  building  now  stands 

™  Bediel'  began  not  completely  restored  as  is  the  cemetery 
tn  a  phllosophv  or  a  movement  made  in  surrounding  it.  ^ond  Baptist  not  only 
twart  of  maix  but  it  was  a  movement  and  donated  the  logs  but  supplied  a  large  por- 
ofogy  bas^  iiij^  heart  ^God,"  die  SBC  tion  of  the  volunteer  laltor  that  painstak- 
sident  said.  "That  which  drove  those  ingly  replaced  each  log  in  its  original 
!y  settlers  to  cross  duit  river  and  establish  position.  Blunt,  one  of  Serond  Baptist's 
i  murch  was  a  c^Iing  that  runs  dirough  members,  praised  the  founders  of  Old 
he^  of  wery  bom-ag^  believer.  Tne  Bethel  for  meir  commitment  to  religious 
irt  OT  missions  is  the  ^rd  Jesus.  freedom.  "C)ur  freedom,  as  bwt  described 

TMay  we  reiterate  the  call  of  missions  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
1  the  t»wCT  (w  missiom:  to  drive  people  comes  from  G^,  not  government,"  the 
0^  TO  Miraissiroi  RivCT  to  come  and  governor  said.  "It  sounds  obvious  today, 
ibhsh  a  work  for  die  Lord.  Now  today  we  but  It  was  revolutionary  then." 
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N.C.  WMU  to  vacate  state  convention  office 


NASHVILLE,  Tcnn.  (BP)— Hw  VMbman's 
Miaik)fUtfy  Unkm  of  N(^  Carolina  (WMU- 
NC)  has  voted  to  move  out  of  the  state  oon- 
vention  officer  dting  a  diaagieeinent  over 
hiring  practioes  and  a  dcaiie  to  serve  other 
groim  indudiftt  churches  affiliated  wiffi 
me  Cooperative  Baptist  Fcik>«vahip. 

DuriM  a  conmenoe  call  Aug.  16,  the 
executive  board  voted  23-1  to 
move  the  organisation's  offices  out  of  the 
Baptist  State  Convention  building  in  Cary 
and  to  assume  responsibility  for  its  own 
human  resources  policies  and  payroll, 
according  to  a  releiM  by  die  Baptast  State 
Convents  of  Nwtit  Carolina  (ES^C). 

The  dedsion  to  rriocate  stems  from  liiM- 
ity  concerns  expressed  by  state  convention 
administiators  who  bdieve  the  convention's 
executive  director  should  have  final  authori¬ 
ty  over  WMU-NC  emfdoyees.  In  past  admin¬ 


istrations,  the  executive  director  played  a 
minimal  role,  although  WMU-NC:  staff 
members  are  employees  of  the  oonventioiv 


Ruby  Fulbright  executive  director  of 
WMU-NC,  said  in  a  written  statement  that 
the  relocation  decision  "should  not  be  inter¬ 
preted  as  a  departure  from  foe  (wganization's 


"I  am  grieved  that  the  kxu  staiwUiig  rela-  preted  as  a  departure  from  foe  (wganization's 
tionahip  between  the  BSCNc  %vith  WMU  of  conunitnnent  to  supporting  arvT  promoting 
NC  has  moved  to  tiris  level  of  consequential  missions  tiuoush  the  BSCNC  nor  as  a  lack  ot 


NC  has  moved  to  tiris  level  of  consequential 
urwertainty,"  Milton  HoUifield,  executive 
director  or  the  BSCNC,  said  in  a  statement 
Aug.  21.  "We  have  participated  in  more 
than  16  montiis  of  diailogue.  arvl  it  was  my 
hope  that  titis  process  had  hriped  move  us 
forward  togetiter.  However;  BsCNC  leader- 
sh4>  was  not  given  tiw  opiXMtunity  to  dis¬ 
cuss  titis  surpM  vote  bywMU. 

"Anytime  we  are  we  faced  witi\  the 
desire  of  an  entity  to  separate  from  BSCNC 
it  is  a  terriblv  unsettling  circumstance," 
HoUifield  added.  "I  am  saddened  to  see 
that  our  long  standing  relationship  of  trust 
and  accountability  has  eroded." 


conunitnnent  to  supporting  arvT  promoting 
missions  tiuough  the  BSCNC  nor  as  a  lack  ot 
appreciation  fix  the  mutual  partrwrship  the 
ornmizations  have  ei^ed  in  the  past.^ 

The  WMU  has  reeved  a  pielimiruuy 
offer  of  alternative  office  space  in  the 
Raleigh  area  at  a  reasoruible  cost,  Fulbright 
said,  arul  has  asked  ffie  Baptist  building  Tor 
a  nirw-month  transition  period  to  trarufer 
insurarKe  and  payroll  responsibilities. 

Fulbri^t  said  WMU-NC  would  contin¬ 
ue  to  work  witii  Nortit  Carolina  diurdws 
to  promote  missions  throu^  the  state  con¬ 
vention.  The  organization  also  wants  to 
continue  receiving  funds  through  the 
Norto  Carolina  Missions  Offering. 


1.  Flynt  and  wMe  Marie 


1.  Matt  Flynt  has  been  called 
as  pastor  of  New  Home 
Church,  Smith  County, 
effective  May  6.  He  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Mississippi 
State  University  and  is 
attending  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  He  was  former- 


2.  MHcheN  and  wife  Nelda 

ly  youth  minister  at  Edon 
Church,  Stringer,  and  is 
married  to  Marie  Johnsey 
of  Clinton. 


The  natural  Ozark 
Mountain  beauty 
is  the  perfea  home  for 
The  Great  Passion  Play. 
Performed  in  a  panoramic 
outdoor  amphitheater, 
it  iieatures  elaborate 
costumes  and  sets,  plus 
stateof-the-art  sound  and 
lighting  to  create  a  grand 
spectacle  you  just  can’t 
miss.  And  you’ll  want 
to  make  time  to  enjoy 
our  numerous  activities 


1  866-566  J562 


2.  Lowiey  Memorial  Church, 
Blue  Mountain,  ha.s  railed 
Ron  Mitchell  as  pastor 
effective  luly  22.  He  is 
shown  with  his  wife,  Nelda. 

3.  First  Church,  Lauderdale, 
has  called  Ryan  Culpepper 


his  wife  Katie  and  daugh¬ 
ters  Savannah  and  Sarah 
Kate  from  Sandhill  Church, 
Lake.  He  holds  degrees 
from  East  Mississippi 
Community  College, 
Mississippi  College,  and 
Southwestern  Seminary. 

4.  River  Bend  Church, 
Aberdeen,  has  called  Troy 
Carter  as  part-time  youth 
pastor.  He  has  attended 
Southwestern  Seminary, 
and  lives  in  Aberdeen  with 
his  wife  Sheryl  and  daugh¬ 
ters  Kayla  and  Caroline. 


I  I  I II  /AKKS 


and  attractions,  such  as 
the  speaacular  Christ 
of  the  Ozarks,  Blue  Spring 
Heritage  Center,  Turpentine 
Creek  WQdlite  Refuge, 
Ozark  Mountain 
Hoe-Dcwn  Music  Theater 
and  Pine  Mountain 
Jambotee  Music  and 
Comedy  Theater.  Plus,  you 
will  enjoy  all  the  sightseeing 
only  the  Ozarks  can  offer. 
Call  today  to  book 
your  family  and  groups. 


iinL'k.ivpriiigsi  hurchgroups.ioni 


3.  Culpepper  and  family 


S.Midway 
Zhurch, 
ackson, 
las  called 
fVilliam  T. 

Wright  as 
pastor 
effective  - 
Aug.  19. 

He  gradu¬ 
ated  from 
Blue 
Mountain 
College 
and 
attended 
New 
Orleans 
Seminary.  5.  Wright 

He  and  his  _ 

wife  Carol 

come  from  McDow 
Road  Church,  Jackson. 


5.  Wright 


McDowell 


www.mbcb.org 
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HT  DLZ  HYU  YLPP  jCNRB 


DC  IZ  YLBD  BDC  YHXM 


HT  BXIBD,  BDRB  YC 
ZDHIPM  1C  R  WLUL  HT 
TLXZBTXILBZ  HT  DLZ 
KXGRBIXCZ. 

SRCGZ  HUG:  GLNDBCCU 
Clue:  T*F 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Hebrews  Thirteen:  Eight. 


Hearina  is  Believin 


1.  Bapliim  Candi<hH>i,  Calvary  Ckurdi,  EWavillt 


OaaooR  Ordkutkm,  Oak  HMI  Oiwdi,  Meridhn 


3.  GAa^  Fint  Ckvrdi,  Pfdqaaie 


4.  GAa  and  RAc,  Hope  Church,  Ncahoba  AMociation 


2.  Oak  Hill  Church,  Meri¬ 
dian,  recently  ordained 
Sonny  Tonis  as  deacon. 
Sho%en  are  Toms  and  pastor 
Mike  Russell. 


The  GAs  of  Fine  Church, 
Picajmne,  participated  in 
die  Christinas  in  August 
WMU  project.  Shown  are 
the  participants. 


4.  The  GAs  and  RAs  of 


I  of  Hope 
Baplial  Church,  Neshoba 
Aasodalkm,  collected 
$30136  for  Pure  Water  Pure 
Love,  a  ministrv  of  WMU. 


IS  to  provide  misBionaries 
and  die  people  they  serve 
widi  dem  orinking  water. 
Shown  are  die  partadpants. 


5.  McAdaau  Church, 
McAdaan,  reoendy  held  a 
baby  dedication  service. 
Shown  are  Conner  Ethan 
Barber  with  his  parents 
Cedi  and  Tammy,  along 
with  pastor  James  Young. 


6.  First  Church,  MendenhaU, 
recognized  two  of  its 
Sunday  School  teachers 
udio  have  been  teaching  for 
over  50  yean.  Shown,  horn 
left,  are  Eula  Mae  Dyer  and 
Bennie  Sue  May. 


7.  Joel  Young  and  Clifton 
Hodges,  coUm  students 
from  Cahraiy  Chimd,  Paidi- 
man,  worked  on  die  baptis- 
-  teiy  of  El  Shaddai  Church, 
Ebjuv),  Mexico,  during  a 
mission  trip  this  summer. 


Four  deacons  from  First 
Church,  LaunL  are  shown  at 
Dale  HoUBeld  farm  in  Jasper 
County,  shucking  com  and 
smoking  beehives.  Shown 
are  Doyle  Wheat,  Norris 
Wallace,  Bob  Holifield,  and 
Warren  Raybom. 


1.  Cahraiy  Church,  EUisville, 
has  added  43  new  members 


the 

Thirteen  were  liaptized 
Aug.  5  at  West  Elusville 
Churdi  since  Calvary  is 
without  a  baptisteiy  due  to 
construction  on  their  new 
sanctuary  which  began  in 
April.  Shown  are  several  of 
the  baptismal  candidates. 


Dyar  and  May  Racogwiaed,  First  Church,  ^lemfonhril 


VDiMg  and  Hotips  to  Mm4co,  CalMuy  Chivd, 


8.  Deacons  at  Onto  HolMleW  farm.  First  Church,  lai^ 


J 


THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION 

MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION  aP.  0.  BOX  SSS  aJACKSON.  MS  3S2SS  a •oo.|«.iss2  aM1-X9X-St10 


Love  God ...  Love  People'^ 


Dmnid  Hall 
Executive  Director 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Foumlation 


Neariy  every  year  for 
more  than  a  decade, 
I  have  had  the  privilqte 
of  accompanying  one  or 
both  of  my  sons  to 
watch  a  Major  League  baseball  game.  Most  of 
these  outings  have  been  to  Adanu  to  see  the 
Braves  in  action.  My  first  experience  to  see  the 
“big”  Braves  was  to  Fulton  County  Stadium  in 
Atlanta  when  my  oldest  son  Dan  (now  a  college 
freshman)  was  in  the  second  grade.  Wc  had  great 
seats  that  were  located  just  a  few  rows  behind 
the  Braves’  dugout.  We  were  close  enough  to  read  the 
nantes  on  the  back  of  the  jerseys  and  take  pic¬ 
tures  as  the  plAyers  move  to  the  deck”  drde 
and  took  their  practice  swings  prior  to  stepping  up  to 
the  plate. 

Our  first  visit  to  sec  the  Braves  was  memo¬ 
rable  for  both  of  us.  Being  a  participant  in  youth 
baseball  leagues  and  a  devoted  Braves  fan,  Dan 
enjoyed  the  excitement  and 
hoopla  associated  with  pro¬ 
fessional  baseball.  1 
likewise  enjoved 


Ma)or  League 


sporting 
complex . 


bigger 
and  more 
personal 


the  opportu 


time  with  my  son  and  participate  in  an  aedvm-  we 
both  enjoyed.  And,  in  some  small  wa)-,  my  prayer 
was  that  our  time  together  would  be  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  a  legacy  of  love  that  all  of  my  children  would 
remember  throughout  their  lives. 

In  the  years  since 

that  first  visit,  we  have  |  | 

traveled  to  Atlanta  or  to 
Houston  to  sec  Major 

League  ball  games.  On  yOVf  Mitf 
some  of  these  occasions, 

1  took  a  host  of  dennen- 
tary-aged  boys  to  these 
locations  by  myself  (talk  M  S 
about  bravery,  naivety, 

etc)  and  on  other  occa-  HNNMMT  tO 

sions,  my  wife  and  daugh- 

ter  accompanied  my  sons  LoMGodMi 
and  me  to  these  games.  • 

On  one  of  our  more  LOWB  PSOfriS* 
recent  trips  to  watch  the  |  | 

Braves  play  the  New 

York  Mets,  Dan  commented  on  the  sue  of  the  stadium, 
the  number  of  fans,  the  noise,  the  marketing  efhirts  to 
attract  fan  support,  the  availability  of  ckithing  and 
other  Braves  souvenirs,  and  all  of  the  technology 
involved  in  the  scoreboard  and  replay 
screens.  Then  he  offered  a  truth  that 
seemed  a  bit  pmftMind  to  me  by 


stating.  “It  is  still  the  same  game  of 


baseball  that  I  played  in  Little 


League. 


Low  God 


Dan%  observation  of  the  parallels  between  Utde 
l.eague  and  Major  League  was  interesting  and  accu¬ 
rate.  In  other  words,  once  all  the  “extras”  associated 
with  professional  baseball  arc  peeled  away,  the 
game  looks  remarkabh-  similar  to  Litdc  league  ball. 
Such  a  compahson  ma>’  be  appropriate  on  a  more 
spiritual  level.  Although  the  means  and  methods  of 
deliveri-  may  have  been  enharKcd  and  revised 
since  the  first  century,  the  truths  that  Jesus  present¬ 
ed  through  the  Great  Commandments  and  the 
Great  Commission  remain  stead^t.  In  essence,  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Jesus  Christ  arc  not  onh'  challayed  to  Love 
God  and  Love  Feople,  but  also  to  be  inten¬ 
tional  about  helping  others  pursue  a  genuine  love  icla- 
tkmship  with  the  Ixird. 

This  newsletter  presents  the  story  of  two  families 
wh<»sc  strong  desire  to  honor  Chnst’s  instructions 
led  them  to  partner  with  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Foundation  as  a  “laborer  together  with  God.” 
PrayerfuUy,  you  will  receive  encouragement  from 
these  examples  of  Christian  stewardship  and 
explore  similar  avenues  to 
invest  your  life  and 
resources  in  a  tangible 
manner  to  Love 
God  and  Love 
Ftaple.” 


Deborah  Quinnelly  Mmon  Truet...  the  ministry  cpntmues 


Ow  a  9^  God  began  a  ugnifi-  Hiipaaic  woik  in  CofUb  GMmty.  Debofah  wa*  one  of  the  fdl  off  the  pew.  Although  aome  in  the  tenrice  wanted 

cant  new  wock  in  Copiah  Cotney  aa  icv-  fiiM  teacheta  to  become  ESL  ceetified.  In  addition  to  her  the  man  to  leave.  Ray  inaiated  that  the  drunk  not  be 

eial  Miaaia^tpi  Bapdeis  tcaponded  to  the  involvement  aa  a  teacher.  Deborah  helped  coordinate  the  thrown  out.  Some  yeara  la«r.  a  team  traveled  to 

opportuauty  to  a.nMnMry  for  the  groning  num-  meal  prcpacatioo  and  delivery  achedule  for  the  vatioua  Guatemala  for  a  miaaion  trip.  While  there,  they  encoun- 

ber  of  Hiapanic  of  Haalehurtt  and  other  near-  churchea.  Deborah  alao  waa  inatrumental  in  acquiring  a  tered  thia  aame  man  who  had  become  a  preacher  in 


opportunity  to 


by  arcaa.  Repceaeming  acvcral  Baptiat  diutchea,-  folka  achool  bua  to  ttanaport  ESL  atudents  to  their  dataea 


Gtiatcmala.  Aa  a  reault  of  Godk  movement  in  the  hearta 


auch  aa  Altett  Fbraona.  Bob  David  Patteraon,  Aa  a  icauk  of  the  good  tcapooK  from  ESL,  Hiapanic  and  livea  of  a  few  Copiah  Baptiata,  the  meaaage  of  Jeaua  Chriat 

and  Ray  and  1«  QuinncBy  determined  from  a  aur-  worahip  aervicea  began  at  Damaacua  Baptiat  Church  ia  making  an  impact  locally  and  globally, 

vey  »*«•»  over  300  people  whoee  y  language  waa  where  David  Patteraon  terved  aa  paator.  Later  the  group  Tbday  the  Igltsia  Bautista  Agua  Wmh  (Living  Water 
Mved  m  the  emmey  Alter  with  John  moved  to  Weataide  Baptiat  Church  for  a  period  of  time.  Baptiat  Church)  mccta  once  again  in  facilitica  provided 


Mved  m  the  cmmty  Alter  with  John  moved  to  Weataide  Baptiat  Church  for  a  period  of  time.  Baptut  Church)  mccta  once  again  m  taomica  provided 

a4^nipi^  (AMD  for  the  Copiah  B^itiat  Aaaociation)  and  Sardia  Baptiat  Church  where  Albert  Paraona  vraa  paator  by  FBC  Hazlchurat.  Although  the  lateat  cenaua  liated 
Ncron  (Spaniah  Coordinaaor  Ibr  the  MBCB),  a  dw  home  of  the  Hiapanic  work  prior  to  a  move  approximately  400  Hiapanic  reaidenta  in  foe  county,  the 

amaM  gro^  of  concemad  individuala  bcgkn  allowing  to  the  Phat  Baptiat  Church  of  Haikhurat  FoBowing  a  adnt  total  ia  likely  acvcral  timea  that  number.  Joac  Roberto 
love  to  the  Hhpmnc  popefotfon  by  teaddi«  Ei#ah  aa  a  at  FBC.  the  naniatry  locatioo  aldAed  » the  carnpua  of  the  Copiah  Ruix  currently  aervea  u  the  paator  of  Living  Water  and  hiapaa- 


Baptiat  Aaaociation  vdicre  worahippera  met  in  a  aion  for  thia  miniatry  ia  evidenced  by  the  numcroua  Hiapanic 


of  the  rnptah  Baptiat  Aaaociatioo  mobile  chapd  provided  through  the  Miaaiaaippi  Baptiat  Bible  atudy  groiqw  that  he  haa  helped  culnvate  in  arcaa  beyond 
rrynrukil  cMhuaiaatkaRy  aa  GaRaaan  Baptiat  Church  Convenrion  Board.  Copiah  County. 

aarved  aa  the  aitc  for  the  firat  teacher  training  and  Ray  Quinnelly  waa  privileged  to  preach  to  the  group  Aa  the  AMD  of  the  Copiah  Baptiat  Aaaociation,  Dl  Fat 


Baptiat  church  boated  the  Brat  ESL  courac.  through  an  interpreter.  Ray  related  an  incident  of  a  Bulkin  continuca  to  be  auppordve  of  the  outreach  elfocta 
Rhea  liiramT  invoivud  by  bekagfog  mcah  to  die  ‘*aloppy  drunk”  atumbling  into  a  worahip  acrvice  during  to  Hiapanica  within  the  county.  Through  hia  encourage- 


Ray  and  Dehocah  Qifowrily 


two  of  the 


the  early  daya  of  the  Hiapanic  miniatry. 


Thia  man  went  to 


of  dtt 


ment,  Ray  Quinnelly  recently  eatabhahed  the  "Deborah 
Quinnely  Memorial  Ibiat”  with  the  Miaaiaaippi  Baptiat 
Foundation  in  memory  of  hia  wife  who  died  reoendy 
and  in  honor  of  her  untuif^  elibrta  to  eatabMah  the 
miniatry  to  Hiapanica  through  the  churchea  of  the 
Copiah  Baptiat  Aaaociation.  Thia  fund  will 
provide  auppkmental  moniea  for 


Hiapanic  miniatry  :  in  Copiah 

-  '■.i''  - 

County  and  beyond^  rgndl  jgMT 

-  -  ’T’. 

Lordtanama. 


The  GHHam~Thetfdrd  Memorial  Trust 


a  light  that  shines 


AppranoMudy  two  yean  ago,  Bumiu  Thetfoed  ffoni 


Lincoln  County  called  the  Foundation  office  inquifing 
about  waf$  in  which  the  could  £a«or  Kif^dom  ministiics 


llnternational 
^ssion  Board 


Dunqg  that  initial  phone  convcaatioo,  Foundatioo  atafr  waa  about  being  a  lotting  bug  and  leaving  the  light  Foundation.  The  “Gilliam-Thetford  Miaaion  Truat”  that 


explained  how  a  Chantable  Remainder  Truat  or  a  burning  in  the  preaent  and  in  the  future.  Although  Bumita  eatabliahcd  will  provide  income  for  atudent  achokrahipa 


Gift  Annaiqr  would  allow  for  immediate  tax  advantagea,  Bumita  waa  in  her  80a  and  atruggled  to  talk  on  occaaion  at  out  Bapdat  colkgea  in  Miaaiaaippi  and  for  miaaioo  efforta 


oficr  an  kicome  for  hSt,  and  provide  perpetual  financial  due  to  tome  retpiratory  challengea,  the  expreaaed  her  through  the  North  American  Miaaion  Board  and  the 


of  her  chooaiog  deaifc  to  let  her  light  thine  brightly  for  the  Lord.  Within  International  Miaaion  Board  until  our  Lord  tetumt. 


After  Haacning  politely,  Bumita  indicaced  that  her  deaite  that  particular  Directions  ardde.  Dr.  Futtal  promoted  die 


"Another  way  that  people  leave  their  Ught  burning  is 
through  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Pouruiation.  The 
Poundatkm  is  an  integral  part  of  the  work  of  Christ  in 
OUT  state.  More  and  more  people  are  becoming  atvare  of 
the  fact  that  udten  Aey  are  gone,  they  are  ahk  to  leave  in 
place  investments  that  can  go  on  touching  Hues,  bdping 
our  institutions  or  agencies,  caring  for  children,  scholar- 
shga  (for)  studeros,  and  supporting  our  misstonaries.  The 
AUtsksgjpi  Bigrtist  PourukOion  is  not  Just  a  firumcial 
instttutton,  it  is  a  ministry  that  enahles  us  to  leave  the 
light  on  when  we  are  gone. " 


The  Lord  called  Bumita  to  higher  service  juat  a  few 


weeka  ago  At  her  funeral,  the  pastor  mentioned  the  gen^ 


eroua  spirit  with  which  the  lived 


atewardthip 


through 


the  Miaaiaaippi  Bapdat 


NokthAueocsn 

MmauBoutD 


See  How 

The  MississipiM  Baptist  Foundation 
Can  Help  You! 


^  MtSSKS WW  fTMJNOA’nON 

I|a0l<)  7«2->?t0  •  HOCH 
inMtltiaiiH  WI»0<K>a 


During  the  past  several  days,  I  have  seen  bits  and  pieces 
of  the  Little  League  World  Series.  As  I  watched  those  pre-teen 
boys,  I  was  anased  at  their  poise  and  athletic  prowess. 
Because  many  of  them  listed  their  favorite  Major  League  player  on 
their  personal  data  sheet,  I  was  reminded  of  my  son’s  com 
ment  about  tbe  dote  parallel  between  Little  League  and  Major 
League  baseball. 

In  the  fmal  analysis,  nothing  hat  changed  with 
respect  to  the  privilege  and  responsibility  that  those  who 
follow  Jesus  have  for  edifying  the  Kingdom.  Not  only  are  we  charged  to 


Love  God  tmd  Love  People,  Jesus  informed  Hit  followers  that  the  world 
will  recognize  His  disciples  by  the  love  that  they  exhibit. 

Both  the  “Deborah  Quinnelly  Mission  Trust”  and  the 
“Gilliam-Thetford  Memorial  Trust”  are  unique  and  tangi¬ 
ble  expressions  of  loving  God  and  loving  people. 
September  it  designated  as  Baptist  Foundation  month 
and  your  friends  at  the  Mississippi  Bq>tist  Foundation 
would  be  delighted  to  visit  with  you  concerning 
ways  in  which  you,  like  Deborah  Quinnelly  and  Butnita 
Tbetfafd,  can  establish  your  oam  legacy  of  love. 


^  5- 
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5.  Fint  Qiyrch,  Omni 


[Northside  Baptist  Churth 


sh. 

Ik 


•  « 


1.  Caatfewoods  Chiiich, 
Bnadon,  aad  Lakcshorc 
Ckaicii,  Lakeskorc;  July 
15-20;  Casdewoods  hosted 
the  VK  at  Lakeshoie,  %vith 
Castlewoods  members  also 
ministering  to  Lakeshore 
members  and  aiding  in 
Katrina  reconstruction. 
Average  attendance,  30-35. 

2.  Rocky  Point  Chofch,  Car- 
tkage:  Average  attendance, 
101;  two  professions  of 
faith;  Betty  Jenkins,  director. 

3.  ttksl  Mttks  Qraicli,  Marks: 

Edielyn  Morris,  director; 


\  / 


7.  Nordidde  CkMvK  Mdoburg 


4.  Mt  Vernon  Ckiirck,  Eupora 


4.  Mt  Vemon  Chmciv  Enpon:  missionai 

July,  with  $900  ooUected  for  Tiffany  I 

pcochasing  six  wheekhairs.  Ouunell 

Shown  are  the  participants.  Williams, 


5.  Hnt  Qiinch,  Olok:  Shown 
are  the  six-year-olds  and 
their  teachers. 

6.  Steele  Church,  Forest: 
Enrollment  of  103;  average 
attendaiKe,  88;  four  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith.  $280  cmring 
collected  for  Rod  and  Mary 
Lynn  Varner,  Sebastopol, 


missionaries  in  Asia. 
Tiffany  Lathem,  director; 
Chamell  assistant;  Reggie 
Williams,  pastor. 

7.  Northside  Church,  Vicks¬ 
burg:  June  4-8;  average  of 
93  nim^;  one  profession 
of  faim.  Shown  are  the  par¬ 
ticipants. 


Ike  Lcavell  Ccalcr  Coafcrcacc  Scrici 
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October  11-12,  2007 

AT  New  Orleans 

Baptist  THioLOciCAi  Seminaay 

Rsoistiution  Diaounc:  Oct.  1 
CoNPeMENCE  ♦  DamEn:  $30 

HEAR  fewa^Mlan'MtiowtkMi-fowaUMMMleliM 
M  a  iwrtWMn,  kMi  «(  dMrchM 

LEAM  haw  dMNAM  n  owar  Sw  tSC  »•  imMm  • 


EoSmaa 

(Wrtna.  I  »iiA  M  IU«E«ao< 
\i  nuia  COMEMra  t  Nuiiin« 

UJU  fPlAlO-Mo 

.\i  AS  Ftinr.  i.  M^bLtEAiMVA 

AND  M»t  Wviaia 
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')Mt  •  C  HURCH 


RsiMnniM  diunhgo^ 
Mesiyle  dioias! 


Visit  us  online  www.mhcb.org 


MmInIddI  Birtitt  Mlnittttr  to  Hoot 

Alaska  Cruise 

And  Pacific  Norttiwaat  Vacation 

On  Jhm  I.  2008l  Ui  vow  BMwa  DInclof  BbIM  MMaw  Riv  Blv  WMww  OR  Mo 
IS^M  ttHriltMi  iMMtad  n  7<4w  diiiM  Alinitt  Ondan  vMi  Hoind  AMilfii  Um  Md  n 
74Bf  Pidk  NortiwBW  bhMoh  bM  Yow  IIm  Toon.  DovoliORiBlIbONWdoBMMMB 
dRliraMi  OR  boppd  oMp  aid  oobm  Mpo  or  tow  tor  twoo  a  Iw  gRwp  aiw  aMi  to 
MiietelB  Mm  tMBno.  ROB  nBnd.  hii  imaB  ■  1  BwBIto  yhWtor  tor  41  Mowi  For 

RMtowBOWWaWa  PbWi  VWWBHWVBWb  PBBMB  W^aW|  PWW  WP  VW  W  B^^W^W^n  PWWBPWBWP  npp  ^WW*  P  BW 

23  yBWO  ko  •■  pBtoor  of  too  FM  MpMi  Ckwth  of  Oatotor,  M8.  Ho  aid  Mi  aM 
ftoboocB  Rbmo  ondiRd  AtoiWi  feaMR  dbroror  tono  anRO  bMbiB  Oroo  to  200S  lo  b 

f  PBV^^B  BfVBWW^^W  Pv^WWMV  w  ^^Bi^^BBi^BV  wPV^^W  BBP^^W  PPP  vBfwBP  VW  ^B 

Yow  Mai  Tom  Btotoit  Claptoto  OR  toto  oano  vRcalOR  pBolago  BRd  Rpton  to  Jww  2007. 
TlwirladtoioiiNiGhtoip>igotogkaokto2006l  ThopboktotaBrdtoratomtogiiyow 
toap  vtoMRQ  too  toRd  Mtoo  irUr^  pwi  dwtog  too  yow’i  tonga  dapIgM  horn;  durtng 
too  toa  lipo  paoko  of  ottotow  loitoflano.  Yow  otoud  odi  to  toto  Soiflio  tor  o  ntoM  botora 

^P^^B  BO^^f  B^B  p^T^^^aPP^^B  Wa^BP^^BB^P^V^^P*  P  B^^^B  P^R  B^^^Bf  O^BPP  P^v  w^BOP  ^B^P  ^B  fBB^B^B  P^^^^^B^P^B 

0  oooRto  Riotor  ooMh  dtoo  to  VRrooiriw  pdarp  you!  boord  too  toaotor  na  StotoRdm. 


•r.r.! '.. '!.'i-:;! '  .J  ii';.:  v:! _ :  i..i  !!ii  M-i-i'.'jlAi.!!  i-ii^  imii!.!'!'!  I 
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After  toe  cruiee  you'l  ptort  a  pto* 
ng  vodtop  BriltoR  Cotumba:  too  Caooodo 
^nn  BaOiaan  bA^Ri  LMa  Bmpatir  o  Atanvi  Raoi^insi  avo  oura 
al  YoMaitoRO  (Old  FRMd)  NbIorM  Pai  totoW  YoloaotoRO.  Grand  Toton  NatonM 

«^B^  ^o^B»  mo  m  bRORi  ^no  b^pori  tMR  Lmo*  rco^^RpR  i  ROO^nociOi  orq 

iRora.  YonllyliomoaMwanigMtoaalLMsCIto-  Priooo  tor  toto  ISM^voaMonotort 
at  ORty  t19M  (pw  poraoR,  doitoto  ooouponqr).  Inetodod  to  too  7-dair  dohoa  Maria  eratoo, 
port  ohagop  BRd  toaoR  totoof  niotorooBriialgMiootogtoravglioWtooPBdfcNQrtPBOot, 
7  Rjghii  kolak,  bpaaton,  ORd  boogago  handtoiQ.  Add  1600  tor  rowidddp  riria*  toom 
MaapMi.  TH  BhHtogfaa.  M.-  or  QriMHoid.  M8.  Add  1700  tor  reaRde^)  Mra 


TOURIM^  TOURS  1-I0046I-7I26 
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FUU-TlAdE  MINIfTBI  OF  YOUTH/ 
MUSK.  Rirkview  Boptift  Church, 
Crocnville,  MS  (•  Making  a  full-time 
minister  of  youth  and/or  music. 
PleoM  send  resume'  to  Personnel 
Committee,  712  McAllister  Street, 
Greenville,  MS  36701  or  email  to 

parkviewpabellsouth.net. _ 

HICMOinr  MDCf  BAFTIST  CHUIICH 
Florence,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  bi-vocaliorv 
al  mintsler  of  music.  Average  church 
atierKlarKe  1  SO.  Please  send  resume  to 
search  committee,  1857  FlorerKe  Byram 
Rd.,  FloreiKe,  MS  39073.  Or  email  to 
resumeahickoryridgebaptist.org. 
CoHeae  students  welcome  to  apply. 
toOK  HU  FriC  toOIE  HIU.  A«  is  seek¬ 
ing  a  bi-wx:ationbl  worship  leadentoninis- 
ler  of  musk.  Please  send  resumes  to  Rose 
Hill  FBC  P.O.  Box  1  Rose  Hill,  MS  39356. 
ann:  Worship  Leader  search  committee. 
Or  email  ebmartinabayspringsiel.net 
View  website;  www.roaehilHbc.org. 
fbstor  Bro.  Eddie  Martin. 

MHAIk  HU  BAFTin  CHUtoCH,  Mak¬ 
ing  a  full-time  associate  pastor  of  musk 
and  worship  ministries.  PlaaM  mail!  all 
resumes  to  Briar  Hill  Baptist  Church, 
P.O.  Box  129,  Flotence,  MS  39073,  attn; 
musk  search  committpe  by  6/27/07. 
BBOOKSVIUE  BAFTIST  CHUICH, 
Brooksville,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  bi-voca- 
tional  musk  director.  Send  resumes  to 
iankc  Kaslar,  musk  chairman,  2922 
Fire  Tower  Rd.,  Crawford,  MS  39743. 
CALVAIV  BAFTIST  CHUBCH,  located 
on  49  south  in  Braxton,  Mias.,  seeking 
a  part-time  minister  of  musk.  Sertd 
resumes  to  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
attn:  musk  committee,  P.O.  Box  111, 
Braxton,  MS  39044. 


Miss.,  is  seeking  a  bi-vocatiortal/jMit 
time  minister  of  musk.  Persoru  inter¬ 
ested  in  applying  for  the  position  may 
send  e-mail  inquiries,  and/or  attached 


AMNISTBk  OF  MUSK  and  education 
needed;  First  Baptist  Church,  Boyle, 
Miss.,  is  currently  seeking  a  full-time 
minister  of  music  and  education. 
More  details  available.  Contact  us  at 
fbcboyleW  cableone.net.  Send 
resumes  via  email  or  P.O.  Box  218, 

Bovte.  MS  36730.  _ 

CHUBCH  StCBETABY  NEEDED  in 
Flowood  area,  32  hour  work  week. 
Prevtous  experience  required.  PleaM  fax 

resume  to  (601 )  992-4242. _ 

ABE  YOU  LOOKINC  TO  SEIVE  in  a 
young  exciting  and  growing  church? 
County  Line  Baptist  Church  is  seekirtg 
pert-tim  (for  now)  youth  pastor.  Mail 
resumes  to  youth  pastor  search  com- 
mhtae,  P.O.  Box  578,  Crystal  Springs, 
MS  39059-9715  or  call  pastor's  cell 
number  (662)  312-8564  or  church 

(601)892-1151. _ 

AMI  YOU  UXMaNC  TO  SBIVE  in  a 
young  excMog  and  growing  church? 
County  Line  Baptist  Church  is  seeking 
part-time  (for  now)  praiM  A  worship 
leader  contemporary  music.  Mail 
Resumes  to  Musk  Search  Committee, 
P.O  Box  578,  Crystal  Springs,  MS 
39059-9715,  pastor  (662)  312-8564 
(cell)  or  church  (601 )  892-1 151. 

FBC  OI0H  IS  SBMNC  a  part-time 
musk  director  to  instruct  choirs  and 
lead  worship  services.  PleaM  call 
(601)  264-8868  or(  601)  406-6005  or 
email  fbcolohWntegegate.com. 


4.  Hataway  honored,  MC 


5.  Nooketters  honored,  WCU 


1.  MiMiMippi  College's  ranking  in 
overall  Quality  has  climbed  a  lew 
notches  in  the  latest  U.S.  News  k 
World  Report  survey  of  America's 
colleges  and  universities.  The 
magazine's  America's  Best 
CoUeges  report  released  Friday 
shows  MC  moved  up  to  20th  place 
among  the  South's  Best 
Universities  at  the  master's 
degree  level,  up  from  29  a  year 
ago.  The  magazine  measured 
spools'  retention  rates,  alumni 
giving,  class  size,  graduation 
rates,  ACT  scores  and  me  percent¬ 
age  of  students  in  the  top  25  per¬ 
cent  of  their  high  school  class.  U.S. 
News  k  World  Report  also  rates 
the  Christian  University  in 
Clinton  in  sixth  place  among 
Soudwm  master's  universities  — 
unchanged  from  a  year  ago  — 
when  evaluating  the  school's 
quality  in  light  oHts  costs. 


Nordi  Mississippi  Extension  Center 
on  the  Blue  Mountain  Campus.  The 
center  will  be^  ohering  course- 
work  toward  New  Orleans 
Seminary's  standard  master  of 
divinity  degree  in  January  2008. 

4.  Mississippi  College  graphic  design 
coordinator  Michael  Hataway  has 
been  honored  for  the  seventh  time 
in  Who's  Who  Among  American 
Teachers  k  Educators.  Hathaway,  61 
"retired"  from  Hinds  Community 
College  in  2004  and  began  at  MC 
soon  afterwards. 


6.  Mississippi  College's  School  of 
Business  is  undergoing  more  than 
$1.1  million  in  renovations  at  Self 
Hall,  and  MC  leaders  have  sched¬ 
uled  two  events  this  fall  to  show¬ 
case  the  improvements. 
Beginning  next  month,  the  public 
will  get  the  opportunity  to  see  the 
progress.  The  first  will  be  at  an 
open  house  and  accounting  class 
dedication  Sept.  25.  MC  mculty, 
accounting  students,  alumni, 
donors  ana  others  will  be  invited. 
The  program  begins  at  5:30  p.m. 
On  October  19,  MC's  Schom  of 
Business  will  again  invite  visitors 
to  tour  the  facinty  during  an  open 
house  that  will  be  part  of 
Homecoming  weekend  activities. 
The  event  Begins  at  4:30  p.m. 
Adding  to  the  numbers,  MC's 
School  of  Business  this  fall 
launched  a  new  master's  in  busi¬ 
ness  administration  degree  with  a 
concentration  in  accounting. 


bmerging  Leader  by 

Phi  Delta  Kappa  International,  a 

leading  assoaation  of  education 

professionals. 

3.  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological 
Seminary  and  Blue  Mountain 
College  have  forged  a  partnership  to 
bring  masters-level  semiiui^  train¬ 
ing  to  North  Mississippi,  officials  at 
the  two  schools  announced.  The 
agreement,  signed  by  New  Orleans 
Seminary  President  Chuck  Kelley 
and  Blue  Mountain  College 
President  Bettye  Coward,  audiorizes 
the  establislunent  of  a  new  NOBTS 


5.  Tcxnmy  King,  president  of  William 
Carey  University,  and  Stan  Burton, 
Ellisville,  and  diairman  of  the  WCU 
Board  of  Trustees,  honored  Ral^ 
and  Naomi  Noonkester  during  me 
cmening  convocation  held  on  the  first 
day  of  classes.  WCU  named  the 
Ralph  and  Naomi  Nocmkester  School 
of  Arts  and  Letters  in  their  honor. 


Church  caught  in  sex  offender  flap 


Bolton  Church;  Bolton:  Lakcshorc  Church, 

Homecoming  and  70tti  Jackson:  Homecoming  and 
annhronary.  Sept  16;  wor-  30th  anniversary,  Se^  23; 
ship.  11  a.m.,  followed  by  Sunday  School,  9:15  a.m.; 
lunS^  Jackie  Banes,  pastor.  worship,  10:30  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  By  home-cooked  din- 
Concoid  Church,  Bomic-  ner  and  music  by  the  Down 
ville:  Revival,  Sepi.  16-20;  Home  Band. 

Sun.,  11  ajn.  and  7  p.m.  night¬ 
ly;  meal,  5:30  pum.  Sun.;  »ane 
Evetts,  speaker;  Loveless 
Family,  mt^. 

Eton  Church,  Macon: 

Homecoming  and  revival. 

Sept  9-12;  Sun.,  11  a.m.; 

Mon.-Wcd.,  7  p.m.;  David 
Midtoews,  speaker;  Steve  and 
Bedcy  Carvet  music. 

First  Church,  McLaurin: 

Homecoming,  Sept  9; 

Graham  Hale,  speaker. 

Holly  Springs  Church, 

Brookhaven:  Revival,  S»t. 

16-19;  Sun.,  10:45  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  potluck  and  5 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.; 

Willis  Family,  Heartbeat 
Evangelistic  Ministries, 
speaiwr  and  music. 


a.m.;  worship,  10 
a.m.,  followM  by 
lundi  and  fellowship; 
Smith  Sanders, 
speaker  and  pastor. 

IT  r  i  n  i  t  y 
Church,  Laurel: 
Revival,  Sept 
16-19;  Sun.,  10:^ 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.; 
.  Mon.-Wed.,  7 
Johnny 


Sykes,  speaker; 
Joseph  Walters, 
music;  Keith 
Yel  verton, 
pastor. 
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Dr.  Rory  Lae,  Executive  Director 
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School  Needs  List 


Stay  up  to  date  with  The  BCV 
news  cind  other  happenings  at 

uw.  baptis  tchildrensvillage.  a 


•  X-Large  bade  packs  for  Hi^  School  studmts 

•  8  basic  color  water  color  paint  sets 

•  Adult-sized  (no  pcxket)  white  t-shirts 

•  Qorox  wipes 

•  Hand  sanitizer 


The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
is  scheduling  campus  tours,  projects 
and  speaking  engagements  for  the  fall 
and  the  calendar  is  filling  quickly. 

If  your  church  would  like  to  schedule 
something  for  your  women's  or  men's  ministry 

please  contact  Mrs.  Chrystelle  Thames 

at  601  -922-2242 


•  Ultra-fine  and  fine  point  Sharpie  brand  maricers 

•  Zip-Lcxh  One  Zip  storage  bags  (gallon  and  cjuart) 

•  Paperback  diefiemaries 

•  Poster  board 


•  Science  fair  boards 


Guidelines  Jvr  submitting  news  and  photographs 


for  publiatfkMi  in  Ihe 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Who  Me?  ALeader? 


Moao^  I  will  b«  wMi 
vo«.  I  will  not  fail  WM 


lil-U 


fai  thia  fint  aliidji  wa  wfll  look 
at  an  exdtinR  and  starding 
premise  of  leaaenhtp. 

The  tide  of  this  lesson  is  a 
provocative  one.  Perhaps  the 
kffthest  dung  from  your  mind  is 
that  you  ooidd  ponMy  be  a 
leader  oc  as  the  mctionaiy  defi¬ 
nition  leadSr  *A  person  who 
leads  others  along  a  way;  a 
guide.*  "Oh,  mx*  you  m^  say, 
n  am  dqtc.  I  don't  want  to  be  die 
leader  in  anything.*  Soane  of 
you  mqr  be  saying,  *I  don't 
w»t  to  lead,  rma  good  fodowec 
Everyone  can't  be  a  leader*  For 


many  of  ui^  when  faoad 
with  a  situation  requfa^ 
ing  some  form  of 
acBon,  our  Mdal  nac-  S 

tkm  is  one  of  panic,  widi 
a  distinct  element  of  fear. 

But  I  believe  that  we  must  all 
be  leaders  in  the  spiritual  sense. 


may  ask  you  to  be  His  voice. 
His  touch  and  the  one  to  guide 
others  along  His  padt. 

We  learn  mum  from  these 
verses  in  Joshua  1:1-18.  The 
spiritual  elements  that  com- 
{wae  this  word  of  *leadership* 
are  strong  aiKl  dear. 

(1)  God  speaks.  God  makes  a 
promise  in  Joshua  15  <NAS): 
No  man  will  be  able  to  stand 
before  you  all  the  days  of  your 
life.  Just  as  I  have  oeen  ividt 


(2)  God  corrunands: 
And  he  gives  it  not 
once,  but  three  times 
in  vs.  6,  7,  and  9.  In 
Joshua  1:9  He  says: 
*Have  I  not  com- 
manded  you?  Be 
strong  and  conra- 
Ih  geonsT  Do  not  tremble 

or  be  disonayed,  for  the 
Lord  your  God  is  widi  you 
wherever  you  go.* 

liderestin^,  the  same  words 
appear  in  L^teronomy  31:7 
(NAS)  when  Moses  felt  it  impor¬ 
tant  to  emphasize  the  same 
words:  Then  Moses  called  tu 
Joshua  and  si^  to  him  in  the 
sight  of  all  Israel,  *Be  strong  and 
courageous^  for  you  shall  ro  with 
this  people  into  the  land  which 
the  Lord  has  sworn  to  their 
firthers  to  give  them,  and  you 
shaD  give  it  to  them  as  an  inheri- 
tanoe.  Could  it  be  that  Joshua 
was  feeling  inadequate  arid  fear¬ 
ful  and  neraed  the  reassurance  of 
God?  And  later  in  Joshua  1:18, 
these  same  words  are  spoken  by 


^Wngjoi^  M  pl^  of 
obadfcnoe  and  then  they  say  m 
vs.  18k  *Anyone  who  rebels 
againat  your  oomnuBid  and  does 
not  obey  yoiv  words  in  aO  that 
you  oomrnand  hon,  shaO  be  put 
to  death;  only  be  strong  and 


S(v  do  not  be  timid  and  fear¬ 
ful  as  you  are  called  to  leader- 
shu>,  whedier  in  leading  a  group 
or  fead^  fat  the  life  of  Ml  in£ 
viduaL  Godproesiaeg  to  be  with 
us  and  he  win  give  us  Ifis  words 
and  His  actions  that  we  need  in 
order  to  be  effective  leaders. 

We  are  both  followers  aiKl 
leaders.  Obedience  and  leader¬ 
ship  go  togethre.  We  are  to  be 
obedimt  to  God  and  His  com¬ 
mandments  as  fulfilled  in  Jesus 
Christ,  and  we  are  to  be  strong 
and  couragerws  as  we 
encounter  situtions  in  our  cul¬ 
ture  today  that  require  our  spir¬ 
itual  feaoership  and  a  strong 
Christian  witness. 


In  dosing,  wa  must  msntion 

Luka  22:25-26  (NAS)  that  we 
must  be  *scrvant  leaders.*  In 
theae  verses  Jesus  says:  (25) 
*The  kings  of  the  Gentues  lord 
it  over  mem;  and  those  who 
have  authority  over  them  are 
called  'Benefactors.'  (26)  "But 
not  so  with  you,  but  1^  him 
who  is  the  greatest  among  you 
become  as  die  youngest  and 
die  leadre  as  die  servant*  The 
strongest  attrttnite  of  a  godly 
leader  is  humbleness.  Search 
yourself  every  day  and  humble 
yourself  before  God  in  your 
quest  to  be  sincefely  humble. 

Yes,  we  are  all  leMers.  There 
are  no  exceptions.  Be  strong  and 
of  good  courage  and  fmlow 
Chmt  widiout  apdogy  so  we 
can  be  His  leaders  arid  guide 
men  to  the  Way  and  die  midi 
and  the  Life.  Remember.  Listen 
to  God;  Obey;  Be  Courageous; 
Be  a  Secant  Lead  on! 

Swutk  is  s  member  of  Fint 
Churdi,  Jadcson. 


Explore  the  Bible 

God's  Unique  Son 

Matthew  1:18-25, 7-U 


The  Christmas  story  in 

AtlanlaiS^  are 
stiD  playii^  basebaD  on  televi¬ 
sion.  Siunoner  vacation  has  just 
endfed  and  the  kids  have  finally 
returned  to  schooL  We  are  sfiU 
pay^  for  last  year's 
Qu^taiaspieaents.  TIs  osrlain- 

howeve^  R  is  hripful  to  study 
the  *Christinas  Sto^  apart 
from  the  bumnem  ana  the  trap¬ 
ping  of  the  Christmas  season 
Matthew  and  Luke  begm 
their  Gospels  with  a  story  of  me 
birdi  of  a  child.  The  birth  of  a 
child  is  a  special  occasion  for 


incarnation  of  God 
into  human  flesh  is 

^die  quintessential 
expression  of  God's 
love  and  grace. 

unioue  birth,  Jesus 
would  come  into  die 
world  in  (xder  to  ful¬ 
fill  God's  plan  of 
uraque  about  ttiis  ctiild  SmMi  redemptkxi.  The 
diat  demands  our  gen-  implication  of  this 

uine  worship?  What » the  only  sufHemely  unpcHtant  event  is 
appropriate  response  when  we  captured  by  me  designations 
encounter  the  Son  of  God?  "Jesus,*  and  "Immanuel." 

Joseph  was  instructed  by  die 
1.  The  Son  to  Worship,  angel  to  name  his  son  Jesus 

(Matthew  1:18-25)  (Ntatthew  1:21).  The  name  Jesus 


Mary,  die  young  girl  from 
Nazan^  was  a  pregnant  vir¬ 
gin.  This  paradox  serves  as  a 
reminder  mt  nothing  is  impos¬ 
sible  wiA  God  (Luke  1*37).  This 


any  femijfe.  It's  Just  not  all  that 
uraque.  Children  are  bom  on  a 
very  regular  basis,  fai  fact  sta¬ 
tistics  mow  that  4.1  children 
are  bom  soonewhere  in  die 
world  every  second.  What  is  it 
about  the  birdi  receded  in 


sible  widi  God  (Luke  1*37).  This 
paradox  also  serves  as  a 
reminder  that  the  son  Mary 
would  soon  give  birth  to  was 
no  ordinary  diild  who  would 
be  bom  un^  ordinary  circum¬ 
stances.  Matthew  boldly  and 
uniupologetically  dedares:  "The 
birth  of  Jesus  came  about  this 
way... "(Matthew  1:18).  The 
conception  of  Jesus  was  a 
divine  miracle  of  miracles.  The 


is  the  Greek  equivalent  of 
Joshua  whkh  literally  means 
"Yahwdi  saves."  The  second 
designation  is  "bnmanuel" 
(Matthew  1:23).  The  name 
Immanuel  literally  means  "God 
is  with  us,"  anid  fulfills  the 
prophecy  of  Isaiah  7:14.  The 
name  Je^  designates  what  he 
came  to  do  —  "save  His  people 
from  dieir  sins"  (Matthew  T.21). 

2.  The  Desire  to  Worship 
the  Son,  (Matthew  2:1-3, 7-B) 

The  mysterious  men  from  the 
East  shoi^  up  in  Jerusalem  by 


way  of  a  supernatural  star.  The 
wise  men  were  seekers  of  die 
truth  and  learned  advisors  to 
people  in  high  places.  One 
evening  they  were  searching  the 
stars  for  a  deeper  understend- 
ing  of  a  de^  truth  when  God 
gripped  their  imaginations  with 
r&  star  that  divinriy  reveled 
the  birth  of  a  new  Icm  —  the 
bfeth  of  the  King  of  kh^  The 
wise  men  began  a  long  journey 
tram  the  East  that  they  might 
encounter  diis  new  King. 
Though  the  wise  men  were 
directed  by  the  star;  they  were 
driven  by  their  de^  desire  to 
worship  the  King  of  kings. 
Matdiew  dearly  identifies  to 
objective  of  their  trip:  "Where  is 
He  who  hu  bem  bom  Ung  of 
the  Jews?  For  we  saw  ffis  star  in 
the  east  and  have  come  to  wor- 
sltip  Him"  (Matdiew  2:1).  fai  a 
didne  mannei;  God  had  ptot- 
ed  in  the  hearts  and  the  minds 
of  the  wise  mm  that  diis  new¬ 
born  child  was  no  mere  king  of 
a  tiny  swadi  of  land. 

3.  The  Way  to  Worship  the 
SosL  (Matthew  25-11) 


The  wise  mm's 
ended  at  the  feet 


loncjoun^ 
of  Jesus.  By 


the  time  the  wise  mm's  search 
ended,  Jesus  was  most  likely 
just  over  a  year  in  age.  The 
response  of  the  wise  men 
before  Jesus  is  dramatic:  diey 
fell  down  to  their  knees  and 
worshipped  him.  The  scene 
must  nave  looked  curious! 
Mm  of  profound  substance 
and  stature  kneeled  down  at 
die  feet  of  a  runny-nose  tod¬ 
dler.  The  learned  dignitaries 
humbled  diemselves  befexe  the 
Son  of  Ciod.  They  presmted 
Jesus  with  sifts  of  gold,  frank¬ 
incense,  ana  myrrh.  The  signif¬ 
icance  of  their  offerings  is  not 
reflected  in  the  monetary  value 
of  the  gifts,  but  in  die  submis¬ 
sive  spirit  in  which  they  were 
presmted.  Gold,  frankincense, 
and  myrrh  were  of  little  value 
to  a  toiddlei;  but  as  an  expres¬ 
sion  of  worship  diese  gifts 
were  priceless.  Though  die 
wise  mm's  joumev  ended  at 
the  feet  of  Jesus,  mat's  where 
our  worship  begins.  We  wor¬ 
ship  the  Son  of  God  by  humbly 
sunenderTO  all  that  we  are 
and  submirang  all  that  we 
have  to  the  glory  of  Immanuel. 

Smith  is  pastor  of  Bethel 
Church,  MonticeUo. 
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AModalkMV  spontoicd  • 
miMion  trip  to  BrantOfV 
MOv  to  conduct  a  Badward 
Bible  Qub  at  Ulk/t 
Landing  Reaort  Shown  aie 
meartes  of  the  team  lepie- 
•enting  Conooid  and  Mt. 
Pleaaant  Churdv  Lincoln 
Aaaodation. 


2.  Bnmdi  Quuch,  Morton, 
leccndy  participated  in 
Dad/Lad  %ve«bend  at 
Central  HiDs  near  Koaduako. 
Shown  are  Owen  Wolfe, 
Zachaiy  Iriw,  Midwal  Ray 
Latham,  and  Wolfe. 


nuraeiy,  pieachool,  and  child 
care  buildii^  Shown  are  pae- 
tor  Barry  Corbett  Jennifer 
Cheek,  Niar^  Burnham, 
Ray  Burrell  Charlie  Hudaotv 
Doug  King,  Jerry  Price,  and 


1.  Mlaaloii  Trip,  Concord  Omrch,  FrankBii  Aaeodetion 


Topeka  Church,  Jayeaa, 
oraained  John  Ru^ng 
August  12.  Rushing  has 
been  called  to  oMtor 
Cmterville  Church,  ^lei^ 
town.  Shown  are  pastor 
Dale  Authement,  Dori 
Rushing,  Rushing  and  chil¬ 
dren  Brennan  and  Quade. 


5.  Deacon  Ordhiationa,  Central  Church,  Byram 


from  First  Churdi, 
"•resented  Wanda 


6 .  Lakeside  Church, 

Hattiesburg,  held  its  third 
5^  Sunday  sing  July  29  widi 
the  Pettis  Fan^  minister¬ 
ing.  Ray  Moody,  pastor. 

7.  At  die  Legacy  Dessert  Party, 
held  duriM  the  2007  WMU 
Missions  Celebration  in  San 
Antonio,  Tex.,  Charlotte 
Scott  and  Tammy  Pearson 


5.  Central  Church,  ^ram, 
recognizes  its  200/  dea¬ 
cons;  ordination  service 
held  May  27.  Shown  are 
Charlie  Martin,  Robert 
Burney,  Larry  Dillon, 
Arthur  Bates,  pastor 
Mark  Bullock,  Tom 
Rayburn,  Jimmy 

McCardle,  A1  Rutland, 
and  William  Patrick. 


presented  Wanda  Lee  and 
bavid  George  with  a  check 
for  $10,000  for  the  Joy  Fund. 
Scott  is  the  WMU  director 
and  PearscMi  is  the  Women 
on  Mission  president  at  First 
Church.  The  gift  came  from 
an  endowment  at  First 
Church  left  by  Margaret 
Bryan  Allen. 


Mexican  Baptists  mostly  dodge  storm 


IP)  —  A  Southern  Chetumal.  They  didn't  have  electricity  but 
le  Yucatan  Peninsula  phone  service.  Then  again  this’  afternoon  we 

talked  with  them  by  phone  after  they  were 
able  to  get  out  of  their  houses." 

Hawmome  said  the  federal  and  state  gov¬ 
ernments  in  Mexico  are  well  organized,  hav¬ 
ing  brought  in  truckloads  of  relief  materials 
three  to  seven  days  before  the  hurricane  hit. 

The  government  reportedly  is  distributing 
mattresses,  blankets,  food  packets  and  roofing 


MERIDA,  Mexico 
Baptist  missionary  in 

reported  that  the  Mexican  government 
appears  well-organized  in  meeting  the  imme¬ 
diate  needs  of  residents  after  Huiricane  Dean 
became  the  d\ird  most  intense  storm  in  histo¬ 
ry  to  strike  in  the  Atlantic  region. 

Homer  Hawthorne  reported  that  the  pastors 
of  Baptist  churches  in  Chetumal  visited  dieir 
membm'  homes  after  the  storm  passed  in  order 
to  assess  needs.  sheets  to  residents  of  Chetumal. 

"All  the  members  are  well  with  the  exception  "There  are  1,500  to  2,000  soldiers  deployed  for 

of  loss  of  material  things.  Several  of  [tfaemj  lost  security  and  distribution  ofkeiief,"  the  mlaaion- 
all  they  had  and  many  lost  die  roon  to  their  ary  reported.  "Akxw  widi  them  dime  are  two 
houses.  Others  had  up  to  two  feet  of  water  in  mkliw  teams  widi  19  auddM  im  a  team  for  die 
dieir  houses,"  Hawthorne  wrote  to  International  state  of  Quintana  Roo  and  8  for  the  soudtecn 
Mission  Board  officials  Aug.  21.  part  of  die  state  of  Yl^aten.* 

In  Merida,  where  Hawthorne  lives,  strong  Teams  had  been  dispatdied  to  restore  efoc* 
wind  gusts  were  accompanied  by  sunshine  tricity  to  die  hard-hit  areas,  aiul  jHawthotne 
once  Dean  passed  die  peninsula  and  headed  received  word  diat  all  electricity  woiild  be 
for  die  central  coast  of  Mexico,  where  it  hit  as  woridng  again  within  days.  ' 
a  Category  2'hurricane.  He  addM  diat  many  resideote  are  without 

The  storm  had  first  made  landfall  in  a  landline  telephone  service  but  ihter  cell 
^arsely  populated  region  Hiesday  as  a  phones  are  workiiig.  < 

Category  3,  die  strongest  since  Hurricane  Hawthorne  said  die  cities  rsoeive  saoet  of 
Andrew  in  1992.  die  attention  after  a  natural  disaster;  so  he  and 

"At  diis  time  we  don't  have  electricity  and  odier  woricers  were  evaluating'  the  aside  in 
are  running  a  fan  and  computer  on  a  genera-  rural  arses. 

tor,"  Hawmome  wrote  from  Merida.  "...We  "Hopefully  we  can  coordinate  our  efforts 
talked  several  times  dirou^  die  ni^t  and  well  widi  die  government  and  fill  in  the  gaps 
early  diis  morning  with  our  Baptist  tolks  in  widiin  our  possibilities,"  he  wrote. 


SUNDAY  SEPTEMBER  id,  aooy,  9  AM  - 11:30  am 


11:30  am  Dinner  on  the  grounds 


